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!!
The Louvre!



The Louvre is the national museum of France and more than 9.7 million 
people visit each year. That makes the Louvre the world’s most visited 
museum!!!! !

It was first built 
as a palace for 
King Phillip II 
and has been 
changed and 
added to many 
times since it 
was Phillip 
started 
building it in 
the 12 century.!!!!
The addition of 
the glass 

pyramid on 1989 was not something everyone loved. Some people thought 
it did not match the style of the older buildings. The pyramid has 672 glass 
panes.!!
The Louvre is home to 35,000 objects of art and some are really famous. 
You would spend a week in the Louvre if you tried to see them all. Here are 
a few of the most famous.!!
!
!
!
!
!
Mona Lisa  



by Leonardo Da Vinci
!
In French, she is called La Joconde. She is the 
most famous painting in the world. Her real 
name is Lisa Gherardini and this painting was 
to celebrate the birth of her second son.!!
It is special for several reasons. Leonardo Da 
Vinci was very, very good at painting people so 
this is more realistic and lifelike than many 
other paintings done at the same time. Also, 
you can not see the little marks, called brush 
strokes, that are left by the brush when you 
paint. Many people think that makes him an 
extra special artist. Also, this painting is on 
wood instead of canvas. It has lasted a long time.!!

Leonardo Da Vinci is famous for more than his art. 
He invented many interesting things. He drew 
designs for a flying machine 400 years before the 
Wright brothers built the first plane!!!!!!!!!!!!
 His detailed drawings 
of the body’s internal 

structures with bones and muscles were some 
of the very first.!!
Mona is a word sometimes used instead of 



Madonna and means madam. So Mona Lisa means Madam Lisa.!!
What is she smiling about? 
___________________________________________________________!!
____________________________________________________________!!
____________________________________________________________!!
Walk to the side and see if her eyes follow you. Does she look at you no 
matter where are you standing?!!
She doesn’t have eyebrows! Leonardo Da Vinci never really quit working 
on this piece. Some art experts think she once had eyebrows and 
eyelashes. !!
Mona Lisa is so famous that people like to imitate it by making a parody. A 
parody means to use an art piece to be funny. !!
Here are some fun examples:!!!!! !!!!!!!!!!!!!



Make a Mona Lisa parody of your own.!!!

!



Winged Victory of Samothrace!
She is also called Nike of 
Samothrace and was discovered in 
1863. This statue was created to 
celebrate both Nike, the Greek 
goddess of victory, and a sea battle.!!
Experts believe that she was raising 
her right arm to put her hand to her 
mouth so she could be louder when 
she yelled, “Victory!”.  Her missing 
head and arms have never been 
found, but you can see her hand in a 
box near the statue.!!
What about her left arm? What do 
you think she was doing with it? Was 
it by her side?   Was it pointing to the 
sky?!!
____________________________!!
____________________________!!
____________________________!!!
This statue is special because while her body is still, you can tell the wind is 
blowing by looking at her clothes. See how they fold as if it were windy? 
That is a special creation by the artist.!!
Many people love this statue because when they look at it they feel her 
happiness at winning the battle. !!
Can you feel it? Circle:     yes or no!!



!!!!
The Nike symbol ‘swoosh’ came from the shape of her wings. It is one of 
the most recognized symbols in the world. The designer, Caroline 
Davidson, earned $35 for it. Later, Nike gave her a ring with a diamond 
swoosh and a secret amount of money as a thank you.!!
Pretend you have your own line of sport shoes and clothes like Nike.!!
Name your clothing line and design your own logo.!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!
Design the coolest sports shoes ever and draw them here.!!!!!!!!!!!!



Four Seasons by Giuseppe Arcimboldo!
Giuseppe Arcimboldo’s most famous 
paintings show people made of food and 
plants. His fruits and vegetables are very 
realistic.!!!!!!
Look at these paintings twice....once from 
far away and another time closer. When 
you are far away, can you tell it is made of 
food and plants? Or does it look just like a 
regular painting of a person? What is your 
opinion? _________________________!!
_________________________________!!
_________________________________!!
_________________________________!!!!!
This style of art is called mannerism. The 
artists tries to show how close people and 
nature are in life.!!!!!!!!



!
Use the mannerist style of art and draw your family using only fruits and 
vegetables. Sign your artwork in your fanciest artist way.!!



How many different vegetables and fruits can you name?! !!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!

____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________	

____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________	




Venus de Milo!!
This statue is of Aphrodite, the Greek 
goddess of love.  She is the same 
goddess as the Roman goddess Venus. 
She was found in Greece with her arms 
nearby.  One arm holds an apple.!!
This statue was carved out of 6 or 7 
blocks of marble and then put together 
like a puzzle.!!
She is a famous statue and for a really 
strange reason. When she arrived in the 
Louvre museum, France was feeling 
very sad because they had recently 
returned a statue named Medici Venus 
to Italy. They missed her so much and 
were angry that they had to return her to 
Italy.!!
The people of France decided to ignore 
the true information about Venus de Milo 
and make up some new stuff that 
seemed more interesting. They said a 
very famous artist created her, which 
was false. The French also said she was 
one of the greatest statues of all time. 
This way they didn’t feel so badly about 
losing the other statue. Everyone 
believed that information and so Venus 
de Milo became very famous even 
though she really isn’t the greatest 
statue of all time and her artist wasn’t 
anyone famous.!!



!
The story of Venus de Milo!
Once upon a time, a very, very long time ago, 
three goddesses were having an argument 
about which one of those was the most 
beautiful. They decided to ask Paris, a 
handsome prince from the city of Troy, to be 
the judge.!!!!!!
Athena, who was the goddess of wisdom, offered to make Paris the 
wisest man in the land if he would vote for her. This was an 
interesting offer, but didn’t win his vote.!! !!!

Hera, who was the queen of all the gods, promised 
Paris he would have amazing power if he would 
vote for her. He thought amazing power would be 
awesome, but it wasn’t enough to win his vote.!!!!!!!!!

Last, Aphrodite (Venus), who was the goddess of 
love, said she would give him the most beautiful 
woman in all the world if he would vote for her. !!



Forget wisdom and power - Paris wanted the 
beautiful woman and he voted for Aphrodite 
(Venus). The prize was a golden apple that said, 
“to the fairest”.!!
(One of the missing arms of the Venus de Milo 
was holding the golden apple.)!!!!
Now that the contest was over, Aphrodite(Venus) had to make good on her 
promise. So, she took Paris to meet the most beautiful woman in all the 
land. They met, but Aphrodite (Venus) left out one really important 
detail....the most beautiful woman in the world was married!!!

Still, Paris and Helen, the most beautiful 
woman in all the world, left on a boat back to 
Paris’ hometown of Troy. Helen’s husband, 
the king, followed and tried to break down 
the walls of the city for 10 years!!!!!!!!!!!!!!

At the end of those ten years, the king 
had a great idea. !!!!!



!
He built a very large wooden horse and filled it 
with his soldiers. Then, he pushed the giant 
horse to the gates of the city and offered it as a 
peaceful gift. The people of Troy were excited 
because they thought the war was over! !!
They brought the wooden horse inside and had 
a party. That night,while they were sleeping, 
the soldiers inside the horse came out and won 
the war. Finally, the king took Helen home.!!
Draw a picture of the celebration for Helen’s return home.! !!!!!!!!!

!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
Pyxis 
of al-



Mughira!
A pyxis is a fancy jar for members of royal families to hold 
personal things like gems, jewelry and perfumes. Experts can 
read the writing on this jar so we know it belonged to Prince 
al-Mughira. The name means “Jar of Prince al-Mughira” and it 
was made in the year 357.!!
Can you figure out exactly how old it is? Subtract the year 357 
from the current year.!
!
2014!
- 357!
!
!
This beautiful jar is made of ivory. !!
Ivory is made from the teeth and tusks of animals like the 
elephant, walrus, pigs, and narwhals. !! !!

Tusks are really teeth. Even what looks like a sword on the   !
      whale, narwhal, is really a very long tooth.!!!

What would you do if you had tusks? Which tasks would be harder to do? 
Play the tuba? Sit at the table?  What about brushing your very long new 
teeth?!!
___________________________________________________________!!
___________________________________________________________!!!!



What would be easier to do with tusks? Tackle in football? !!
___________________________________________________________!!
___________________________________________________________!!!
Draw yourself with tusks.!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!
Even though it is possible to take ivory without killing the animals, it is really 
hard to do. Some animals were near extinction because so many were 
killed to get the ivory. Now, many countries have made it that is illegal to 
sell ivory. This helps protect animals.!!
Ivory was used for jars like this one, white piano keys, and knife handles 
and many pieces of art.  Now those things can be made of plastic and other 
materials.!



!
**** Tickling the ivories is a saying that means playing the piano. It is 
easy to see where this saying came from since the white keys used to be 
made of ivory and running your fingers over them can seem like tickling.!!
Pretend you are a prince or princess and this is your very own pyxis. 
Decorate the outside with designs that tell about you and your life.!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!
What do you keep inside your jar?!!
_______________!!
_______________!!
_______________!!
_______________!
!
!
The Dying Slave and The Rebellious Slave 
by Michelangelo!



These two statues were supposed to be a 
part of the burial tomb for a pope. But the 
design changed several times and in the 
end, these two statues were not used.!!
They are supposed to make you think of 
trying really hard to pull away from things 
of the Earth so you can move towards 
God. To make you think these things, 
Michelangelo used certain ideas of art.!!!!
The Rebellious Slave is really tugging 
against the ties that are holding him. The 
tools used to create this sculpture left him 
rough and not as smooth as some of the 
others. Look at his arm and how he is really 
pressing it against his body. Michelangelo thought this looked more like a 
real person who was struggling instead of the  ‘perfect’ muscles he often 
used in other art. The slave’s head is tilted up and back and his shoulders 
are twisted. !!
Try standing like the Rebellious Slave. Is this a comfortable position?!
Circle yes or no.!!
The Dying Slave has closed eyes. Some experts think that he is preparing 
to meet God by closing his eyes and focusing on giving up his sins. What 
do you think? Why is he closing his eyes?!!
__________________________________________________________!!
__________________________________________________________!!!
Michelangelo was a great artist. Sculpture was his favorite, but he often 
painted, too. He said that when he looked at a block of stone, he could see 
the figure inside. His job was just to let them out.!



!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!
Look at this stone and imagine 
the figure inside. Draw your idea 
next to the stone.!!!!!!!!! !!!!!!

Psyche Revived by Cupid’s Kiss by 
Antonio Canova!
This statue and lots of others are made of the 
stone called marble.!



Marble is a great stone for sculptures.  !
When it is first dug out of the ground it is soft which makes it easy to carve. 
Then, as it ages it gets harder which is good so the statue will last a long 
time.  Marble is very strong and will not erode in weather or burn in a fire.!!
Marble is also chosen because it is beautiful. It is 
translucent. This means light can pass through, 
but you can’t really see through to the other side. 
Artists think this quality is nice for sculpting skin.!!
The story of Psyche and Cupid!
Once upon a time there was a lady name 
Psyche. She was very, very beautiful and this 
made Venus, the goddess of beauty feel jealous. 
So, Venus sent her son Cupid to shoot Psyche 
with an arrow so she would fall in love with a 
terrible person. But, when Cupid saw Psyche he fell in love with her.!!
Psyche’s dad wasn’t happy that his beautiful daughter wasn’t 
married. So, he went to ask advice of the wise man. The wise 
man said that unless Psyche was sent far away terrible 
things would happen! So, Psyche was sent far away from 
home.!!
Psyche was very lonely. Each night she had a visitor magically 
come to her room. They talked and fell in love. The visitor said Psyche 
must never look at his face. One night, Psyche felt curious and turned on 
the light. A drop of oil from the lamp burned her visitor and he ran away.!!

Psyche was so sad and lonely! She took off looking for the visitor 
she loved. Venus, who was still mad at her for being so 
beautiful, offered to help. Venus said that if Psyche went to the 
underworld to get a jar she would help her find her love. 
Psyche wasn’t supposed to open the jar, but she was curious 
again and did. Gas poured out of the jar and Psyche fell into a 

deep sleep.!



!
Cupid rushed to her side and touched her lip with one of his magic 
arrows. She woke up and was so happy that she fell in love with 
him. Psyche and Cupid were married and she became the goddess 
of the soul.!!
****Curiosity killed the cat. This saying means that being too 

curious can get you in trouble sometimes. Curiosity sure got 
Psyche in trouble. How would the story have been different 
if she hadn’t been so curious?!!

What would have happened if she didn’t turn on the light to see her visitor’s 
face? !
____________________________________________________________!!
____________________________________________________________!!
What would have happened if she hadn’t opened the jar?!!
____________________________________________________________!!
____________________________________________________________!!
Have you ever been too curious? Ask your travel partners for an example 
of when they chose to be too curious.!!
____________________________________________________________!!
____________________________________________________________!!!!

Louvre Scavenger Hunt!
Set out on this hunt as a team with your travel friends or on your own and 
compete to see who can find the most! Use tally marks and good luck!!!



a bowl full of fruit  	

a dog with on paw in the air	

a horse with a rider	

someone wearing a cape	

a window 	

ocean water	

something that flies	

something to eat	

something that starts with the first letter of your name	

something you have in your bedroom	

a bug	

something that starts with the letter U	

something you learn about at school	

a person with wings	

teeth	

a pair of shoes	

a necklace	

a lady wearing lace	

a candle that has a flame	

bread	

a man wearing a hat	

a girl in a beautiful dress	

something that starts with the letter H	

something you would NOT want to actually meet	

someone you would like to join for dinner	

statue	

vase	

pen	

moon	

ticket	

Give this museum an award like...	
!
Best statues? Largest rooms? Best smelling museum?	
!!!



!
                                                of!!

__________________________________________________!!!!!!
Awarded by_____________________________!!!
Rate this museum. 10 is the best ever and 1 is 
worse than smelly socks.!

!
1         2         3          4         5          6         7          8          9         10!!
The best thing I saw today was________________________________  !
_________________________________________________________  !
The weirdest thing I saw today was ____________________________!!
_________________________________________________________!!!


